REMARKS 



FIGURES 1-5 have been corrected to house clean, a substitute specification in clean 
form without markings as to amended material pursuant to 37 CFR § LI 25(c) is submitted 
herewith, a marked-up copy of the substitute specification showing the matter being added to 
and the matter being deleted from the specification of record pursuant to i 7 CFR § 1. 125(b)(2) 
is submitted herewith, claim 8 has been cancelled, and claims 1-7 have been amended. 

Applicant requests further examination and reconsideration of claims 1 -7 now pending 
in the application. 

If the specification and/or claims should require any further amendment, the kind 
assistance of the Examiner in entering an Examiner's Amendment would be gratefully 
appreciated. 

The last Office Action dated January 31, 2003 has been carefully considered and 
indicates that: 

a) The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR § 
L83(a); 

b) The specification is rejected under 35 C/.5. C. § 
112, first paragraph ', 

c) Claims 1-8 are objected to; 

d) Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 112, 
first paragraph; 

e) Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 03 (a) as being unpatentable over Hellrich; and 



f) Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims and to overcome the 
rejection under 35 U,S,C. § 112, first 
paragraph. 

In response to the Examiner's objection to the drawings imder 57 CFR § 1, 83(a), 
applicant respectfully submits that both FIGURES 3 and 4 of the drawings show every feature 
of the invention specified in both claims 3 and 4 and that FIGURE 5 of the drawings show 
every feature of the invention specified in claim 5. 

In view of both FIGURES 3 and 4 of the drawing showing every feature of the 
invention specified in both claims 3 and 4 and FIGURE 5 of the drawing showing every 
feature of the invention specified in claim 5, applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner's 
grounds for the objection to the drav^ngs under 37 CFR § 1.83(a) are no longer tenable and 
that applicant therefore respectfully requests that the objection be withdrawn. 

In response to the Examiner's rejection of the specification under 35 U.S. C § 11 2, first 
paragraph, applicant: 

1. Submits herewith a substitute specification in clean form without markings as to 
amended material pursuant to 57 CFR § L 125(c). 

2. Submits herewith a marked-up copy of the substitute specification showing the matter 
being added to and the matter being deleted from the specification of record pursuant 
Xo37CFR§ L125(b)(2), 
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3 . Respectfully submits that the substitute specification pursuant to J 7 CFR § 1. 125(c) 
includes no new matter pursuant to 57 CFR § 1, 125(b)(1). 

In view of the submission herewith of a substitute specification in clean form without 
markings as to amended material pursuant to 57 CFR § 1. 125(c), the submission herewith of 
a marked-up copy of the substitute specification showing the matter being added to and the 
matter being deleted fi-om the specification of record pursuant to 57 CFR § 1.1 25(b)(2), and 
the respectfiil submission that the substitute specification pursuant to 57 CFR § 1.125(c) 
includes no new matter pursuant to 57 CFR § L 125(b)(1), applicant respectfiiUy submits that 
the Examiner's grounds for the rejection of the specification under 35 U.S.C § 112, first 
paragraph, are no longer tenable and that appUcant therefore respectfiiUy requests that the 
rejection be withdrawn. 

In response to the Examiner's objection to claims 1-8, applicant: 

1 . Has cancelled claim 8 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

2. Has amended line 1 of claims 1-7 to change "lamp" to -lamps-, as required by the 
Examiner. 

3. Has amended line 5 of claim 1 to change "braches" to —branches—, as required by 
the Examiner. 

4. Has amended line 6 of claim 1 to change "lamp" to —lamps—, as required by the 
Examiner. 
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5 . Has amended lines 6-7 of claim 1 to change "more than one palm-shaped branches" 
to —more than one palm-shaped branch—, as required by the Examiner. 

6. Has amended line 1 0 of claim 1 to change "is" to -are-, as required by the Examiner. 

7. Has amended line 5 of claim 1 to change "the cord part" to —a cord part- to 
eliminate a need for antecedent basis for the limitation. 

8. Has amended line 8 of claim 1 to change "the tip end" to ~a tip end- to eliminate 
a need for antecedent basis for the limitation. 

9. Has amended line 9 of claim 1 to change "the cords" to -a cord- to eliminate a need 
for antecedent basis for the limitation. 

10. Has amended line 9 of claim 1 to change "the core shaft" to -a core shaft- to 
eliminate a need for antecedent basis for the limitation. 

1 1 . Has amended line 10 of claim 1 to change "the clusters" to —clusters- to eliminate 
a need for antecedent basis for the limitation. 

12. Respectfully submits that there is only one type of branch and that they are arranged 
and located around the trunk. The cords of the strings of decorating lamps are formed 
into palm-shapes which define the shape of the branch ergo palm-shaped branch. The 
clusters of needle-shaped leaves follow the shape of the cords of the strings of 
decorating lamps and emanate out firom the core shaft and have their proximal ends 
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along with the cords of the strings of decorating lamps affixed to the core shaft by the 
belt and have their proximal ends affixed to the lamp-holders by the retainers. 

1 3 . Has amended line 1 0 of claim 1 to change "synchronously" to --simultaneously- to 

indicate that the core shaft and the cords are hidden simultaneously as the clusters of 
needle-shaped leaves are bound to the core shaft by the belt. 

14. Has amended line 2 and 3 of claim 2 to change "cou-ple of plug and socket built on 
the both ends separately'' to -plug and a socket built on ends thereof, 
respectfully— so as to make clear that one end has a plug thereon and the other end has 
a socket thereon. 

15. Respectfully submits that all or part of the strings of decorating lamps in the same 
branch or all or part of the strings of decorating lamps in the same orientation are 
disconnectable fi-om each other by virtue of the "local" connection imits, Le,, "local" 
means at a point of connection. 

hi view of the above, applicant respectfiiUy submits that the Examiner's grounds for 
the objection to claims 1-8 are no longer tenable and applicant therefore respectfiiUy requests 
that the objection be withdrawn. 

In response to the Examiner's rejection of claims 1-8 under 35 U.S.C § 112, first 
paragraph, applicant has: 

1. Amended line 5 of claim 1 to delete "the feather is in there". 
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2. 



Amended line 3 of claim 1 to delete "lit-par-lit". 



In view of the amendment made supra to line 5 of claim 1 to delete "the feather is in 
^ there" and the amendment made supra to line 3 of claim 1 to delete "lit-par-lit", applicant 

respectfully submits that the Examiner's grounds for the rejection of claims 1-8 under 35 
UX C § 112, first paragraph, are no longer tenable and that applicant therefore respectfully 
requests that the rejection be withdrawn. 

In response to the Examiner's rejection of claims 1-7 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hellrich and the Examiner's objection to claim 8, applicant has: 

1 . Cancelled allowable claim 8 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

2. Amended base claim 1 to include the limitations of cancelled allowable claim 8. 

In view of the cancellation of allowable claim 8 and the amendment made supra to 
base claim 1 to include the limitations of cancelled allowable claim 8, applicant respectfully 
submits that the Examiner's grounds for the rejection of claims 1-7 under 35 U.S.Q § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Hellrich and the Examiner's grounds for the objection to claim 8 
are no longer tenable and that applicant therefore respectfully requests that the rejection and 
the objection be withdrawn. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon has been carefully considered and 
duly noted. 
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In view of the above, it is submitted that the claims are in condition for allowance. 
Allowance of claims 1-7 at an early date is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully, 



Dated: New York, NY 




CHARLES E. BAXLEY 
Attorney of Record 
USPTOReg. 20,149 

90 John Street-3''' Floor 
New York, New York 10038 
Tel: (212) 791-7200 
Fax: (212) 791-7276 
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MARKED-UP COPY OF THE 
SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION 
SHOWING THE MATTER BEING ADDED 
TO AND THE MATTER BEING 
DELETED FROM THE SPECIFICATION 
OF RECORD PURSUANT TO 37 CFR S 
1.125(b)(2) 

ATTORNEY DOCKET: 13867 B 
[[A]] CHRISTMAS TREE STRUCTURE OF DECORATING [[LAMP]] LAMPS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[1.] Field of the Invention: 

The present invention relates to a Christmas tree structure of d c co^ra t ing decorating 
[[lamp]] lamps , and more particularly^ to [[a]] Christmas tree-shaped decorating [[lamp]] 
lamps without an exposed cord. 

[2.] Description of the Prior Art: 

In accordanc e wi t h t h e A conventional Christmas tree comprised of several 
branches and a main trunk has attached [[with]] thereto d e cora t ing lamp [[,]] it-TS 
com pr ised of a string of decorating lamps[[,]] s e v e ral branches and a main t runk [[J] 
wherein said , The branches branch out from the main trunk in a radial around fashion and 
said the string of decorating lamps [ [is] ] are put over the branches of a t radi t ional Chris t mas 
t r e e a ro und by the user s e lf so t ha t i t demands requiring much time and labor, e s p ecially 
with [[the]] larger Christmas trees t o b e d e co^ra tc d being[[, the]] more difficult to b e is 



1 e Mcouu t cred [[,l] and t he bar e d cords of said , The string of [[the]] decorating lamps that 

2 are hung over the tree are exposed in t o t he air so as t o and make the Christmas tree a pp ear 

3 into a fearful mess especially in daytime, [[it]] which not only affects t he whole ou t ward its 

4 appearance, but also [[the]] its value. 

5 For overcoming t his shortcoming, t he inven t or had inven t ed a A string of 

6 decorating lamps hiding whose cords [[into]] are hidden in the tree's branches and trunk! [ Jl 

7 which had been is referred to in applica t ion and ob t ained t he permission of USA Patent 

8 No.: 6,030,670 and Chinese Patent No.: CN97224263.5 and CN97884560.X, in which the 

9 shortcomings such [[like mess]] as messv appearance caused by the exposed [[bared]] cords 

10 and t aking t oo the much time and labor by pu t ting over required to put the cords over 

1 1 [[had]] have been overcame at-aH[[,]] but t ha t inv e n t ion can . Such, however, is not 

12 [[suit]] suited for locating a string of decorating lamps over an artificial Christmas tree, 

13 whe t her t he conventional branches of t h e Chris t mas t ree wrapp e d up by a needle-shaped 

14 l e aves b e lt molded t h e t wis t ed cords in t o [[,]] or by needl e -shaped l e aves m o lded t he 

15 t wisted cords [[into]] direc t ly [[ ,]] the3rdo it does not have a hollow inside for hiding the 

1 6 cords of said the string of deco-ra t ing decorating lamps in. 
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1 OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

2 It is therefore a main object of the present invention to provide a Christmas tree 

3 structure of decorating [[lamp,]] lamps which can hide most of its cords so as to improve the 

4 goods its ou t ward appearance and valuation. 

5 It is a nex t another object of the present invention to provide a Christmas tree 

6 structure of decorating [[lamp,]] lamps in which the string of decorating lamps can be pre- 

7 located on the branches for avoiding the trouble of pu tt ing ov e r and wiring the cords by the 

8 user [[self]]. 

9 It is [[a]] another object of the present invention to provide a Chris t ^mas Christmas 

10 tree structure of decorating [[lamp,]] lamps in which a local connection unit is built 

1 1 coordinating to the number and position of said the branch pre-attached with decorating lamps 

12 for plugging in or out so as to make [[store]] storing and trans p or t transporting more 

13 convenient. 

14 The present invention is comprised of a proper number of s c g»m c nts se gments. 

1 5 wherein each segment includes more than one palm-shaped branches, branch in which the 

1 6 cords [[is]] are located and hidden on a core shaft by wrapping a belt to fasten a cluster of the 

17 needle-shaped leaves synchro^nously simultaneously [ [,] ] or by binding a cluster of the 

18 needle-shaped leaves molded with the cords molded [[into]] directly thereinto 

1 9 synchronously simultaneously to construct a basic unit of the Chris t ^mas Christmas tree- 

20 shaped decorating [[lamp]] lamps to meet the ftmctions of improving [[whole]] valuation and 

2 1 facility of transportation. 
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1 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

2 Fig. 1 is a scheme dia grammatic view showing [[a]] palm-shaped [[branch]] branches of 

3 the present invention[[.]]i 

4 Fig. 2 is OToHd an exploded dia grammatic view showing binding [[the]] cordsanda cluster 

5 of needle-shaped leaves on [[the]] a core shaft of [[the]] a palm-shaped branch of the 

6 present invention[[.]]i 

7 Fig. 3 is a [[solid]] diagrammatic view showing the palm-shaped branches [[in on]] of a 

8 segment a tt aching attached on t he to a main trunk in [[the]] a first embodiment of 

9 the p r c g"cn t present invention[[,]]; 

10 Fig. 4 is a [[solid]] dia grammatic view showing a combined state [[in]] of the first em= 

1 1 bodiment embodiment of the p res^en t present invention[[.]] ; and 

12 Fig. 5 is a scheme dia grammatic view showing [[the]] a second embodiment of the present 

13 invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF IfflE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



2 Referring to Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, several palm-shaped branches 32 are buih on [[the]] a 

3 cord 31 of a string of decorating lamps 3 provided by the pre^s c n t present invention[[,]] 

4 wh e r e in t he shap e of said palm-shaped branch 32 coordi-na te s to t h e branch 2^s 

5 aboiit[[,]] and in i t s > In a tip end of a branch 32, a bulb 33 is connected in electric 

6 connection[[,l] and^tfae lamp-holder of said the bulb 33 has a retainer 33 1 for fastening 

7 on a cluster of [[the]] needle-shaped leaves 22[[,]] and t he . The cords 31 coordinating to 

8 [[the]] a core shaft 2 1 of [[the]] a branch 32 is loca te d and hid^dcn are hidden by binding 

9 a belt 4 to fas te nin g fasten [[a]] the cluster of [[the]] needle-shaped leaves 22 on said the 

1 0 core shaft 2 1 of said a branch 32 synchronously simultaneously . Said The [[cords]] cord 

11 3 1 of the decorating lamps 3 has a cou p l e of plug 34 and a socket 35 connected on [[the both 

1 2 end separately] ] ends thereof, respectively, for series connection, thereby extending said the 

13 Christmas tree by adding more than one unit of said branch 2 the branches 32 in series 

14 connection to meet the necessary [[of|] length of said branch 2 the branches 32 in each scg= 

15 ment se gment . 



16 Referring to Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, [[the]] a first embodiment of the present invention is 

1 7 shown[[,]] therein said . The palm-shaped branches 32 of said the string of decorating lamps 

18 3 are arranged in a horizontal array around [[the]] a trunk 1, [[and]] in a stepped construction 

19 from [[the]] a bottom to [[the]] a top circularly and upward upwardlv [[.]] or from the top 

20 to the bottom downward downwardly [f.]] hut4n . In each levels said branch 2 is the 

2 1 branches 32 are retained on said the trunk 1 and t he . The string of decorating lamps 3 of 

22 each levels via the plug 34 connecting with said the cords 31^ connect to [[the]] a power 

23 source on said the trunk 1 [[,]] or the socket 35 located on [[the]] a last level. 
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1 In [[the]] a second embodiment shown in Fig. 5, said the palm-shaped branl^l 

2 of said the string of decorating lamps 3 are arranged in a vertical array along the trunk i 

3 each]] . Each of them is retained mrtlie ata different levels but [[the]] in a same orientation 

4 on t he branch e s 2 [[,]] around the trunk 1 diff e r e n t o ri e n^ t a t ion's s t rin g s t ake t h e sam e way 

5 of loca t ion , and be t ween t hem by the plugs 34 and the sockets 35 they are connected in a 

6 series cormection. 

7 For concerning t he convenience of knocked-do wn shipping and reinstalling of said 

8 the branches [[2]] 32 with said the trunk 1, all or part ofthe palm-shaped branches 32 of said 

9 the string of decorating lamps 3 in [[the]] a same branch [[2]] 32 consist of a local connection 

10 unit, or all or part in the same ori^en t a t ion orientation consist of a local connection unit in 

1 1 the branch [[2]] 32. Due to the hpxsA local connection units, the whole tree can be taken apart 

12 as-in for shipping so that [[the]] production cost is reduced, and the user just [[need]] needs 

13 to reinstall every local connection unit following [[the]] a diagram, then cut in the power 

14 source at aH-in the desired site. 

15 Referring to Fig. 1 to Fig. 5, said the lamp-holder holding said the bulb 33 has [[a]] 

1 6 the retainer 33 1 for fastening on the tip end of the cluster of [[the]] needle-shaped leaves 22, 

1 7 and the cords 31 coordinating to the needle-shaped leaves 22 of said the palm-shaped branch 

18 32 can be hidden or hung over the bottom side said of the cluster of needle-shaped leaves 22. 
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ABSTRACT 



2 Th e p r esen t inv e n t ion is comprised of a A Christmas tree structure of decorating 

3 lamps include a proper nximber of s e g^m e n t s se gments , wherein each segment includes more 

4 than one palm-shaped branch e s branch [[,]] in which [[the]] cords [[is]] are located and 

5 hidden on a core shaft by wrapping a belt to fasten a cluster of [[the]] needle-shaped leaves 

6 synchro-^nously simultaneously [ [,] ] or by binding a cluster of [[the]] needle-shaped leaves 

7 molded with the cords molded [ [into] J directly thereinto synchronously simultaneously to 

8 construct a basic unit of the Chris t '^mas Christmas tree-shaped decorating [[lamp]] lamps 

9 to meet the fimctions of improving [[whole]] valuation and facility of transportation. 
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Fig. 4 



